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Youth Programs Give Students an Opportunity to Act Out Against Health Disparities in the Asian & Pacific Islander Community

STANFORD, CA-  The Asian Liver Center at Stanford University is offering scholarships to exceptional high school students who design innovative outreach projects to educate their schools and communities about the dangers of hepatitis B and liver cancer in the Asian & Pacific Islander community.  Four scholarships will be awarded to young students, who demonstrate their leadership potential by taking responsibility for educating the community about the disproportionately high incidence of hepatitis B and liver cancer among Asians.  

Hepatitis B virus (HBV), is asymptomatic and deadly if left undiagnosed and untreated.  Worldwide, 100 million people die each year from liver failure or cancer caused by hepatitis B.  When broken down, the statistics become even more staggering--  Hepatitis B takes a life every thirty seconds.  Most are Asian.  
According to Dr. Samuel So, Director of the Asian Liver Center at Stanford University, “While uncommon in the general population, up to one in twelve Koreans is a chronic carrier of the virus.  Without monitoring or treatment, one in four will die from cirrhosis of the liver or liver cancer.  Liver cancer is the 4th leading cause of death from cancer among Korean men.”  

Because of its mode of transmission, hepatitis B can affect entire families.  HBV is transmitted by blood; most Asians and Pacific Islanders become infected as infants or as young children.  

Transmission usually occurs from a mother to her child during the birthing process, or during early childhood during contact with infected individuals through open wounds.  
Liver cancer, which is one of the leading causes of deaths from cancer among the Korean community, is preventable with a simple vaccine.  Because 80% of liver cancer is caused by hepatitis B infection, simply preventing hepatitis B can provide life long protection from developing liver cancer.  The hepatitis B vaccine is so effective that it is called the first ever “anti-cancer” vaccine.  

Because hepatitis B is asymptomatic, many cases go unreported.  Many physicians are not even aware of the high incidence of hepatitis B and liver cancer among Asian communities and do not even screen for hepatitis B infection during physical examinations, and the hepatitis B vaccination itself is widely underutilized.  

The Asian Liver Center at Stanford University was founded in 1996 to help promote awareness about this deadly but preventable disease.  In 2001, the Asian Liver Center launched the Jade Ribbon Campaign, a comprehensive campaign to bring together all members of the Asian community to fight against hepatitis B and liver cancer.

Young people can take an active role in the fight to bring greater awareness to members of the community about hepatitis B and liver cancer prevention.  Because young people are the link to the future and are our future leaders, the Asian Liver Center is providing the highly competitive Jade Ribbon Scholarship to reward young activists for their services to the Korean community in promoting awareness and saving lives in the fight against hepatitis B and liver cancer.  
In order to be eligible for consideration, projects must focus on increasing education or awareness about the issue of hepatitis B and liver cancer in the Asian community.  All students must consult with an adult or faculty advisor who can supervise the project.  The deadline to enter the scholarship contest is on June 1, 2004.  Projects will be awarded on the basis of creativity and impact in the community.  

For more information about this scholarship, please contact the Asian Liver Center at Stanford University at (650) 724-2923, or check http://liver.stanford.edu.  

