Stanford, CA (August 1) – After nearly ten years of outreaching to patients and physicians about the devastating effects of hepatitis B and liver cancer, the Asian Liver Center (ALC) at Stanford University is launching a jade bracelet campaign to support its China Initiative, which brings free vaccines and hepatitis B education to children in the rural provinces of China who have no access to the simple three-shot vaccine that protect them for life.  With each $3 donation that comes with a jade “LIVERight” bracelet, a child will receive one shot in the three-shot hepatitis B vaccine, disposable syringes, and education materials.  Donors can also choose to contribute $10 and provide a child with the complete vaccine series. 

The bracelet’s crisp jade color was chosen based on the belief in many Asian cultures that jade brings good luck and longevity. The jade bracelet, therefore, symbolizes the hope for health and well-being that supporters of the campaign offer to children. The “LIVERight” bracelet is not only unique in color, but also in its message and mission. As summed up insightfully by the ALC’s Program Manager, Jordan Su, “among the many ‘fashionable’ bracelets out there, the jade bracelet is a meaningful gift that a person in the United States can give to a child in China.” 
The jade bracelet campaign comes as the newest proposal of the ALC, continuing its already expansive list of achievements.  Founded and directed by Dr. Samuel So of Stanford Medical School in 1996, the ALC remains the only non-profit organization in the U.S. that focuses on the hepatitis B and liver cancer epidemic, which affects 400 million people worldwide, many of whom are Asian or Asian American.  The ALC has adopted a three-pronged approach since its beginning to combating hepatitis B through education, outreach, and research.  To advance its mission, the ALC spearheads a variety of events and programs to bring hepatitis B and liver cancer awareness and vaccination efforts to people across the country, including patient-physician conferences, the jade ribbon campaign, an annual Youth Leadership Conference on Asian Pacific Islander Health, and “3 for Life,” an innovative program launched with the help of the San Francisco Department of Health offering low-cost vaccines to residents of San Francisco.  Now, through the jade bracelet campaign, the ALC takes its mission one step further, reaching across the globe to initiate action against hepatitis B in a country that is home to 130 million people infected with chronic hepatitis B.  
While the hepatitis B virus (HBV) can be transferred through unprotected sexual activities and sharing contaminated needles, in much of the Asian and Asian American communities, it is passed on from mother to child during birth.  Infants have virtually no defense against the powerful virus, as 90% of all chronic carriers were infected between the ages of 0 and 1.  Because hepatitis B shows no symptoms until well past the reproductive age, by the time that a woman shows visible symptoms of liver damage, she will most likely have already passed the disease on to her child.  Therefore, the ALC aims to not only bring free vaccinations to children who would otherwise have no protection against the virus, but also to make hepatitis B education and prevention part of these children’s school curriculum.  Through the ALC’s efforts, these children will be armed with vaccinations against HBV as well as the knowledge and tools with which to protect themselves and their families in the future.
For more information and to order your jade bracelet, please visit the ALC’s website at www.liver.stanford.edu or call the toll-free hotline at 1-888-311-3331.
